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My worthy BxeTuazn, 
"1 - * 8 | | A 54,7 . N os 1 | 
ASI bare always had the Honour and Reputation of aur Fraternity at 
Heart, and you know what a numerous and reſpectable Body we are 
in Society, I cannot avoid on this public Octaſion, giving you my Senti- 
ments, and, I hope, they will have that Weight with you which they de- 


ferve; and no more. 


Ws, my Brethren, are all of us Tradeſmen, and though not ſo eminent, 
in Point of Station, as the Guild of Merchants, for whom we labour ; yet 


we are not leſs uſeful to the Kingdom in our Employments. We are a Body 


of Men who ſubſiſt by Commerce, and from the firſt Diſſolution of the late 


Parliament, I turned my Eyes towards two Men to repreſent us, who had 


been early bred to Trade, who (fl were Traders, whoſe Capacities enabled, 
and whoſe Hearts diſpoſed them to promote and encourage it. One of theſe 
we had choſen. before, but he no ſooner offered his Service a ſecond Time, 
than ſome Objections were induſtriouſly propagated againſt him, which I 
never attended to, becauſe every Perſon allowed him to be a Man, 
and a Friend to Trade. Againſt the other I could never hear any Exception, 
but that he was an Alderman, In his own Letter, which you muſt have ſeen, 
he-hath ſo modeſtly and candidly anſwered the Objections ſpread abroad on 
that Head, and removed from the Minds of all conſiderate Men the bad Effects 
of Miſrepreſentations, - that I now beg leave to take him up where he Ends, 
and to cell you what my farther Sentiments are. Is there one Man among 
us, who. would wiſh all Government and Order deſtroyed? I am ſure there 
is not one. 1 am a Free Citizen; but have not Free Citizens their Pre- 
ſidents, Secretaries, &c. &c.? and are theſe Men leſs worthy becauſe 
they are their Officers? An Alderman is a legal Magiſtrate of our City ; and 
let me aſk you another Queſtion, Can we ſubſiſt without Magiſtrates, or can we 


ſubſiſt happily without good Magiltrates ? If the Alderman Merchant acts wor- 


thily in his Office, he gives Dignity to that Office, and Honour to his Country. 
If he is unblameable in his public, as well as in by privy Station, he ought 
to be reſpected becauſe he is in public Stati e have ſeen him in many 


Offices, and, among others, in the high and diſtinguiſhed Station of our 


chief Magiſtrate; and he diſcharged them with Honour and Advantage to his 


fellow Citizens. Watchful and diligent in his public Duties, he was more 
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proud of Liberty thai Power, d shy pteferred a Petition for a Change | 
of the Conſtitution of this City, and an Increaſe of the Power of his F ella x 


o 


itizens; - by .a. Dimiputien of his own. Let us then conſider coolly, my 
Feat en, 2 we ſhall find that Men are not Oppreſſors becauſe they are 


Maziſtrates, Put that Magiſtrates become oppreſſive. only when they are bad 
Men. A good public Officer is a Bleſſing to Society, and merits every 
Honour that Society can confer. What then ſhall we think-of thoſe who 
propagate Principles tending4to make the very Name of Magiſtrate hate- 
ful, and fo to poiſon the Minds of their Fellow Citizens, that the very 
"beſt Men ſhall. be oppoſed and reviled, merely becauſe. they are in Office? 
Is there an Honeſt Citizen'who ſhould not bluſh 49 Advocate for ſuch 
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IAE heard it objected to Lawyers, that they have their Courts to attend, 
and unleſs they. neglect the Buſineſs of their Clients, they will have little Time 


to attend the general Concerns of their Country: And 1 have heard it obje&t- 


ed to Phyſicians, that if they are in Parliament, they muſt neglect the Patient, 
or the Public ; for what Invalid would contentedly indure Pains many Hours, 
from which he might in a few Minutes be relicyed, becauſe the Queſtion was 
undiſpoſed of in the Houſe of Commons? But I could never hear a reaſonable - 
Objection made to the Return of a Merchant to fit in Porliament. We are 
but young in Trade, and therefore ought to ſelect Tradeſmen above all others 
to repreſent” us, that they may become ambitious: of meriting that Honour. 


4 


1 


We have the Example of our Mother Country, and cannot follow a better. 
Let us ſtudy our Intereſt as well as Honour; and as our Corporation have 
always been at the Head of every generous well-ſpirited Attempt, let us now | 
try our Strength, and ſhew how highly we eſteem a Merchant, and a Magiſtrate 
whoſe Character is unblameable. FR | 
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